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ECGRA Communications Services Report

February 2024

(=

Meeting with Executive Director

Ongoing Social Media Management

IMPLEMENTED

21 Total February posts

12 Total graphics created

Community Facilitates
Media advisory and pitching
Press Event
Press release and distribution
Grant recipient graphics

Strategic Marketing Planning with Kate Philips and Executive Director

IN PROGRESS | 2024 Grant Releases and Graphics
2023-2024 Annual Report
Lead Assets
Grant recipicnt graphics
Press release and distribution
Holiday Graphics
Economic Impact Report rollout
Press release
PowerPoint presentation
Social media graphics

IN PLANNING
Parks Fields & Trails 2 year report
ECGRA Playbook
Roadshow Tours
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Ongoing Consulting

February Comms

assess. analyze lassert




! ERIE COUNTY GAMING REVENUE AUTHORITY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Mary Wassell
wassell(@parkerphilips.com
814.528.4930 | mobile
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ECGRA Grants Strengthen Local Community Facilities
Invests Nearly 32 Million In 2024 Community Facilities Grants

Erie, PA (February 13, 2024) — The Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority (ECGRA)
awarded $1,049,705.00 for their Building a Better Future — Community Facilities grants,
which will be distributed to 19 community facilities across Erie County.

“The critical role that community facilities play in the community and economic
development of a region cannot be overstated,” said Dr. Perry Wood, Executive Director,
ECGRA. “Serving as a hub spot for social, educational, cultural, and recreational activities,
these facilities have the power to transform neighborhoods creating vibrant, inclusive spaces
with long lasting impacts.”

The Community Facilities grant program is an investment that provides funding for capital
improvements, programming, and equipment for publicly accessible community centers.
Community centers in Erie County have provided residents with basic health and well-being,
job training, mentoring, education, nutrition, and other benefits to a large cross-section of
the community.

“ECGRA has provided the Metcy Center for Women and Mercy Anchor Community
Center with transformational gifts for both facilities throughout the years,” said Jennie
Hagerty, Executive Director, Mercy Center for Women. “To allocate an anchor grant to an



anchor building where funding affords individuals the opportunity to live in an apartment,
with wrap-around services, is a victory.

“We are grateful to ECGRA for their partnership and belief in our mission. The ECGRA
team took the time to witness the project, provide the funding, and transform a vacant
building into a future of hope.”

“The Building a Better Future — Community Facilities grant program is a saving grace to St.
Martin Center’s physical structure, programming, and mission,” said David Gonzalez, MS,
CEO, St. Martin Center, Inc. “COVID impacted our ability to manage a costly new roof,
and our current funding is allocated where it is needed most — which is to help Erie County
families to have what they need to thrive.

“We are incredibly grateful to ECGRA for ensuring that we can be here for years to come!”

Below is a breakdown of the 2024 Building a Better Future — Community Facilities grants
approved:

Booker T. Washington Center $125,000.00
Borough of Edinboro $25,000.00

Boys & Gitls Club of Erie $70,000.00
Community Shelter Services $105,694.00
Corty Higher Education Council $59,500.00
Eagle’s Nest Leadership Corporation $125,000.00
Edinboro Market $125,000.00

GECAC $13,680.00

j Innet-City Neighborhood Art House £125,000.00
International Institute of Erie $125,000.00
John F. Kennedy Center $125,000.00
Journey: Healing Together $25,000.00
Martin Luther King Center $125,000.00
Mercy Center for Women $100,000.00
Mercy Hilltop Center $99,000.00



Northwestern Community Youth Center $18,500.00
Sarah A. Reed Children’s Center $86,000.00

St. Martin Center, Inc. $75,000.00

YMCA of Corry $97,331.00

HHtH
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ERIE COUNTY GAMING REVENUE AUTHORITY

Strategic Planning
Committee Meeting

Thursday, March 14, 2024
11:00am — 1:00pm
5240 Knowledge Parkway
Erie, PA 16510

AGENDA

. Special Events

. Mission Main Street

. Community Facility — Union Township: Municipal Building Renovation
. Harvest 912 - Updated Scope of Work

. Infinite Erie Neighborhood Revitalization Portfolio

. Youth Leadership Institute of Erie Restructuring

. Impact Investment Statement

. Good of the Order



*PeOY] BIUEIIILING puE
86 2IROY JO IFUIOD I I8 101G
uany refjoQ J[qissod € 3
e Seswdopasp Suikousas
S1 /34 pres os[e “pue[oY
"$I0IMOsY [N pue
uoneAIasuUoD) jo audsunreds(y
sy woiy awead e a0y £|dde ospe
M digsumon oy, yreq >3png
auesed]d € samod [reqappid
Sun>nnsuod jo 1509 31 premol
(VI90D3) Luoqny anusady
Sunurey  {sunopy sug AP
woiy wwesd 000'CTS € pIpIEAE
sem  diysumor o3 ‘osTy
‘00S°8S 1§ sea
1502 123l0xd 213 pue 9p9S6$ 103
seam 1ue1d S I ‘IUIURIAI JUOIS
sowre ue Jumesur 4q yreg
are3g EIUOAY 1E Isnol 1983n1g
I puiysq uorsord Suronuocd
pue surproys ap Sunoaoid
paeaol oF spuny oy ] ‘PaA1d
udq SeY UOISSIIIWOD) IEOg
pu® ysi erueAjdsuudq I3 woly
weid sypn pawrodaz  pueqoy
azpuy 120unBug diysumor,
ss30ons 31q € sea 2anp Sunpop
IeY pres Os[e 1[I "UOISSTIA
Ay aug oy 10§ suIl NeUCP
o1 payse onm  swedpnred
aeak sy, ssaooms Siq v sem

17 "uef ppY Aeq umg 1ouim

Pres VU N 103930
uonpearddy pur  syred
"yoaews 95()7 & saxmbas

wead oy 0z noy pue peoy
INSYPUTH JO  UORIISINUL
o e [eudis dyyen mau ® 10§
spuny opuoid pmosm yarys
queid o 8T Ul ® Uo
s19vurduy ueqin PIa Junpiom
st 9y aep paasodas Lyjsueseg
21971 UI UORE[MUA
Sun1o8 ur dais asay ayp aq pmom
TP JURR ], pres smery e
§so1} MO[[e puE IO JUEId [[Lm
1Yl MOpUIM ® |QIM MOpPUIM
ap 2oejdar 01 uem I,
MOy
Ire ys3yy € 10u $20p ApuUdImd
wool ea1q P pres sneny
-u12s uondazo1d 1asur
ue 2AEY [TIM JTUR MU Y]
i ‘wa3sAs JUO11018
M2U A3 Jo eq 123uad AP O
MOPUM  JUSWIISED WHUIUMe

pozipoue resp & Surreasun pue
Burystumy pue pud yoe> uo
ssef3 L3ages paremsur paradwan
Pury s wasds Supwey
U010l uIfarq Areunssyy
mau & Sugeasur pue Surystumy
sapnpur resodord Yy, ‘wasds
adu e Joj aredard pue woos
yesrq  sodboidurd s wn
uo1j2103s SUmSTX? I SA0WI
01 /$'OVE'ES JO unowr ap
ur pesodosg sse[n) aserodio)
e possed  siostazadng
“diysumos 1 Jo drejom
[exousd 10 K1ages “resy 3y 03

sro1auep S2IMIdNNS JO [EAOWT
pure 1redox ‘UonEIYRIUIPT A 30§
S1-86 "ON doueurpi) diysumol
911 JO 1XAIUOD I UTYILA JALI(]
MPAseH T1Z€ JO 3Iudumssasse
[ensia & 29dwo> sivourduy
ueqx) 1snbox 03 uwomow e
passed  s1osiazadns  ‘os[y
*25UeUIpIO
diysumor atn 4q paugsp s
snonSuep se  payissep  oq
SMIdXNNS Y3 SPUITIIOIX
spsufuy weqa) ‘siredal ayew
01 suoy> iuaredde ou pue
Joox a1 uy 30y € 01 IN(Y
-digsumog,
MIIATTE] JO reyom [e1duad lo
Aaages yaresy sy o1 snorafuep
$2JMI5TL0S JO [eaowd pue medas
‘UOBEIYTIUSPT I3 10§ G[-86 'ON
soueutpr() diysumo], MarAre]
JO 1X3IUOD Y1 UTYILA PIssasse
sem "2ay Lipozo(] (8 38 pa1edo]
Surpmq atp pue “fazdoad o
JOjuduIssIsse [ensia € parsfdwod
Ul sauiduy  ueqin)
*2ITIONIIS
oyesun ue se -oay AJ2010(T 08S
I8 2IMUISANS B WIIP 01 Uonow
2 possed ospe siosiazadng
*peoy ¥2210)
Iedg 99%F ‘ZommoleUIdg Sde[
pue peyry pue diysumop
MIATTR UDaMIAG  IUAWIITY

Aupoeg Judunes1], Mo[ [fews
s passed  srostazadng

PeCYy
¥o21D) Feag 99%Y ‘zolmoreung
SEE(y" PHE o PEPING 495 ¢ =
Lar[1oey USUNEIN MOP [BWS
— JuswdopAad( pue MIN T0§
UOSTAYY UE[d ® JOJ UOLN[OSII
v passed osfe siostazadng

*35UPIsax Aqrurey
sj8urs wooIpaq-2211 € Jurazds
wnsds  10[-UO  UORIUTYTEW
Sunsoe ue redas 01 yo217) Ieag
99+ 18 AIM[Ide] JUSUIIEIT) MO[)
[JEWsS & Jo UORONRISWOD> JOJ
uopn|osa1 e passed srostazadns
‘ssoursnq nypo uy

“IY0UE 01 Jueq
suc woyy spuny oy Juraow
szuoyINE 01 uonow Y3 passed
osnuuar) pue Ljsueseq unsnf

‘smery 919J siosaradng
*pres osnuuan)

Js1oAedxe1 moo1313M0IM
“JUIUNSIAUT

ap axew 03 diysumor
Smoffe spun ONqnd 7. PV
pres  1ompros  sdiysumol
P PrEs OS[E  OSNUUID)
*150D OU I& JUIUNSIAUL [J1Y
sdiysumos a3 10§ Jueg uro]
SWIOH [2I3p2] Y3 WO IPAID)
jo »uT e Ppw digsusos
o, spraoxd M asaAtuf)
‘yauour 1ad suonsesuen
XIS 03 PIITWI] ST YdIYA “IUN0IIE
wqrewr Louowr pmbyy v oq
Pmosa unodde ], %EF9C

jo ppY d8euoorad  [enuue
UE (@A ‘90$°G ST ISIATUN) I®
159193UT JO IBI JUSLMD Y],
*SUORMINSUT
[eloURUY 1310 UBYI 153133Uf
Jo sumiar wySy Supn yueq
judunsoaul  ue ‘A[esiseq sy

ISIATUM)  PrES  OsnUURK)
‘yeak
18] DUAYUod  siostarddng
diysumoy  jo  uonepossy
ateag  erueAjsuusg  p

1SOATU() INOQE pIuIed] Y Ppres
osnuuac) yrepy Iosiaradng
"WOIUT I$IINUL
55E215UT 01 1SIATU[) I8 IUNOIDY
wqrey fouo g ue o1
yueq [EUONEN] ISIL 1€ JUNODY
1nprep ASUopy spunyg diqng ®
woyy snjd-uoIpw ¢§ o Iaysuen
33 2ZIOYPNE P[NOM UONN]OSII
SYJ, ISOATU[) YIIA IUMOIDE Ue
uado 01 uonnjosar e saacxdde
©1 UONIOWI E JOJ PISE saureq

Py ‘wodar  siansean

-Area1das o Summ(g
Bunsow | 'qa] s1os1aiadns

| Suump s1ostazadns

dijsumoy, mowarey jo auoy
ur sw2lr epusfe S Jo may e
315 soIN3dNIIS snoxafuep pue
SORIIOE] JUSUNEIN MOJ} [rewss
‘woriwr  €¢ Sumsoauray

Jurpuodsasior)
yoopy uuvlivpy kg

sainjnijs snosobunp in $)oo| ‘We ¢ SISAAUIaI sdIYSUMO] MIIAIIDY

€ 9a3eq

PNTOIN AINODD I SAMN

$20T ‘6 Arenigaq



- Erie Tunes ‘Nelws

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2024 | GOERIE.COM

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Davis blasts Gaming Revenue Authority

Organization has long
sought to avoid politics

A.J). Rao
Erie Timas-News
Us.A TOUAY NETWORK

When former state Sen. Jane Easll
helped establish the Ene County Gam-
ing Revenue Authorily in 2008_a single

-
Gaming
Continued fram Page 1A

altogether, placing all funding deci-
sions squarely in the hands of political
leaders

Davis, who's presided over a 109%
property tax hike for fiscal year 2024,
has argued that the county could do a
better job at leveraging ECGRA's funds
in pursuit of tax relief and economic
development projects

Denouncing the authority as an en-
abler of predatory lending. he's re
quested a detailed report on ECGRA's
loan portfolio and years-worth of fi-
nancial recerds 1o ensure its practices
are above board.

He's also joined a handful of stale
lawmakers, who, in a Feb. 1 letter sent
by state Sen. Dan Laughlin's office, re-
quested that ECGRA refrain from any
long-term obligations pending an audit
by the state Auditor General's office

That includes not approving ECGRA
Executive Director Periy Wood's five-
year contract extension, which is slated
to be voted on Thursday.

ECGRA board membaers, sollcitor
say evidence Is lacking

Despite the frequency of Davis' pub-
lic comments, ECGRA Chairman Dale
Bamey, along with board members
Whitey Cleaver, Kelly Hess and Angela
Amatangelo, insist the county execu-
tive has produced no evidence of
wrongdeing.

While Davis stated in a recent Corry
Journal report that there are a "lot of le-
gal questions surrounding ECGRA’s de-
cision-making” and that “where there's
smoke, there’s fire,” County Public In-
formation Officer Chris Carcolt declined
to comment on those questions for the
Times-News,

In fact, ECGRA Solicitor Tim Wach-
ter informed the board in a Feb. 6 memo
obtained by the Times-News that EC-
GRA's funding approvals have “met
both the spirit and letter” of state gam-
ing laws.

ECGRA’'s finances are also audited
by an independent accounting firm ev-
ery year, the results of which are ap-
proved by the board and shared with
County Council and Davis's office.

For Earll, who represented Erie

Davis

word resonated with ler
as arguably its most es-

sential feature its au-
1tonomy
Eatll, a Repubdivan

who chaired the Com-
munity, Fconomic & Reg-
reationa! Development

Commitiee, which oversaw the passage
of the state’s casino gaming legislation
said ECGRA was purpasely designed to

County in the 49th Senatorial district
seat and who considers herself an “ar-
chitect™ of ECGRA. Davis' comments
have done a “disscrve to the credibility
of what hasbeen a highly functional or
ganization.”

"Tojust cast aspersions that impugn
the credibility of the whole organiza-
tion is irtesponsible,” she said, ] know
the county executive wants to have
more money at his discretion to Invest
in economic development. But this
model has worked wonderfully®

Earll also pushed back on Davis' fre-
quent assertion that gaming revenue
was designed 1o lower taxes, insisting
the bulk of gaming tevenue already
gocs toward property tax relief via the
state's share. The local share that
comes to ECGRA, she said, was “never
earmarked for that purpose.”

Of the roughly $10 million of local
share gaming revenue generated anpu-
ally from Presque Isle Downs & Casino,
roughly $5 million goes to the county, $1
million goes to the Erie Land Bank and
about $4 million goes to ECGRA.

Of ECGRA's share, about 25% goes
toward public safety and infrastructure
in Summit Township, which houses the
casino, and to municipalities contigu-
oustothe casino, and the county. as per
a 2010 legal settlement,

The remaining amount, roughly $3
million, goes towards municipal grants
and loans to spur economic and com
munity development across the coun-
ty

Earll said thesc monies should go to
ward the best return on investment and
that she has “no confidence that the
political decisionmakers are capable of
that”

“Reasonable minds can disagree on
how much someone should get paid or
what percentage of your budget should
go to overhead,” Farll said, “But that's
why an independent board is there — to
make sure that those issues are ad-
dressed internally with the mindset of
protecting the community's interest
That's the board's job.”

Davls has been accused of
overreach — and faced roadblocks
— before

Could Davis actually dissolve EC-
GRA? It would be an uphill battle

He would need the ECGRA board to
vate on a resolution to dissolve itself

be an independent authority, governed
not by clected officials. but a volunteer
hoard

The thinking was that an indepen
dent beard, although appointed by Erie
Cotnty Council, would be the best way
to ensure that local share gaming reve-
nue was distributed fairly across the
county and not be subject to palitical
whims.

But recently. Erie County Executive

before passing it onto County Council,
a proposition that a majority of both
badies already reject.

Wachter also noted in 8 memo to the
board that state lawmakers, while au
thorized to request a third-party audit,
do not have the authority 1o force EC-
GRA to reftain from voting on long
term obligations.

Similar roadblocks have hindered
Davis before, especially when accused
of overstepping his authority toward
boards, commissions and authorities

In May 2022, Davis requested the
resignations of three of the five mem
bers of the Erie County Redevelopment
Authority Board of Directors, a move
that he had described as part of a larger
effort to “align the ECRDA board with
the strategy of the current Erie County
executive”

The request was quickly condemned
by the beard and considered incongru-
s with the Pennsylvania Urhan Rede
velopment Law, which provides that
board members are appointed to a five-
year term and will hold office until a
successor has been apprinted

Brenton Davis has chipped away at that
philosophy, publicly criticizing ECGRA
and threatening to dismantle it

In recent weeks, Davis has singled
out the authority fog its operating costs
and executive director’s salary; re
buked it in the news media as a “slush
fund of walking-around money;” and
Noated the idea of dissolving the boand

See GAMING, Page 4A

Davis eventually backed off his re
quest,

In the fall of 2022, Davis called for
the removal of six members of the Erie
County Diversity. Equity and Inclusion
Commission and demanded the com
mission’s funds be frozen until a full
complement of members was seated.

Davis removed the first three merms
bers brcause of what he considere-d
conflicts of intercst, However, Coun
mission Soliciter Wachter stated 1he
members had properly recused thom-
selves from the grants process in ac
cordance with the commission’s by
laws and the Pennsylvania Ethics sict

Davis removed the other three mem
bers because they continued o paove
forward with the commission's Fusi
ness despite his request that they
pause activities The three mem bers,
who were not appointed by Davi 3, re
maiped on the commission, arguing
that Davis merely sought to frus trate
and block the commission’s work

AJ Rao can be reachedl
areo@gannett.com. Fallvie him on A
@ETNRmo.
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ECGRA undergoes an audit every year

Why is Brenton
Davis unsatisfied?

A.). Rao
Erie Timas-Néws
USA TODAY HETWORK

The Erie County Gaming Revenue
Authority Is no stranger to audits.

The authority, which administers
millions of dollars in casino gaming rev-
enhue every year 1o spur economic and
community development, undergoes an
annual audit by independent account-
ing firm Maher Duessel.

The audits, which are required by EC-
GRA's charter and shared each year with

Audit
Continued from Page 1A

office, leverages that funding and issues
loans to Iscal businesses, predominant-
ty minority-owned businesses in dis-
tressed areas that can’t access capital
on thelr own.

The Davls administration has noted
that ECGRA's audits don't identify those
tecipient businesses or the amount that
Bridgeway Capital loans out to them
and at what interest rate.

“If we're giving gaming revenue to
private institutions like Bridgeway and
others, we want accountability of that
money,” Erie County Public Information
Officer Chris Carroll said. “We want to
know how much has been deployed by
Bridgeway and whether Bridgeway has
taken money off the top.”

Davis reiterated this point during a
recent Interview with Tatk Ere,
suggesting ECGRA could be {ssuing a
loan to a lender institution at 0 to1% in-
terest, and that institution, in turn,

Erie County Council and
the office of Erle County
Executive Brenton Da-
vis, consistently show
that ECGRA falrly and
accurately teports its fi-
nances, as stated in EC-
GRA's five most recent
audit reports obtained by the Erie
Times-News.

But for Davis, who's recently voloed
concerns about ECGRA's financlal man-
agement, the audits haven't been de-
tailed enough.

In recent weeks, the county execu-
tive has requested an exhaustive list of
financial information from the author
jty, including, among other things, years

of credit card statements, contracts, fi-
nanclal interest reports, check detail re-
ports and every payment ever made to
ECGRA Executive Director Perry Wood.

Davis has stated his goal ia account-
ability, transparency and ensuring tax-
payer money is not being wasted. And
while many of the materials requested
are already checked by Maher Duessel,
some information is not,

Here's what Davis is looking for.

Davis seeks detalls of lending
terms

Davis Is requesting to see a compre-
hensive and detalled report on the sta-
tus of ECGRA's loan portfolio — specifi-

“If we're giving gaming revenune to private institutions like
Bridgeway and others, we want accountability of that
money. We want to know how much has been deployed by
Bridgeway and whether Bridgeway has taken money off the

top.”

Chris Carroll
Eria County Public Information Officer

could be loaning that meney out at “ex
orbitant mtes.”

“How is that not viewed as preda-
tory?" Davis asked.

Finance Committes chairman:
CDFis are Investment in
community

wood told the Times-News that
Maher Duessel doesn't analyze how
lending institutions like Bridgeway
Capital invest because those decisions
are made by the Bridgeway Capital staff.
Wood said ECGRA insulates Itsell

from those dectsions and instead in-
vests in the “established process™ of
Bridgewny Capital as a longstanding
and reputable CDF], an economic devel
opment bank that has the staff, re-
sources and know-how to analyze bank
loans and screen reciplents.

Indeed, Bridgeway Capital Commu-
nications Director Katherine Chamber
lain told the Times-News that CDFIs
have been a “part of the national finan-
clal ecosystem for over 50 years.”

M , she sald, Bridgeway Cap
ital, like other CDPls, is certified and

gulated by the U.5. Treasury Depart-

cally, the performance of each loan,
their delinquency and collectability sta-
tus.

The latest ECGRA audit indicates the
sum of ECGRA's loan agreements —
roughly $9.5 million — and the com-
bined ding principal bal -
about $7.9 million — but it doesn’t indi-
cate how loan reciplents, particularly
lending institutions, invest that loan.

Por example, ECGRA in 2016 entered
into a §1 million loan agreement with
Bridgeway Capital, & Pittsburgh-based
community development financial in-
stitution.

The CDPI, which alse has an Erle

See AUDIT, Page SA

ment.

"In its 34-year history, Bridgeway has
always repaid 100% of the principal of
the loan capital lent to us by public and
private sources, plus interest,” she stat-

ed.

Erie County Councilmember Rock
Copeland, who eerves as finance com-
mittee chatmman, further defended
CDFIs, telling the Times-Newa that
"these are the kinds of organtzations we
need in Erde to recognize small busl-
nesses and to give them opportunities
to grow.”

"A (CDFI) is & bank that doesn’t oper-
ate under the normal parameters of a
bank where they’re loaning to reallze a
return on investment on themselves,”
he said. “They’re loaning on a retumn on
Investment for the communlty”

"ECGRA builds communities and
builds capacity in our communities to
do more,” he added.

Wood said ECGRA staff will provide
the adminlstration the requested infor-
mation on the loan reciplents.

A_J. Rao can be reached at arao@gan
nett.com. Follow him on X ®ETNRao.
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Hi-Ed, YMCA receive grants

On Feb. 13, Dr. Matthew Platz {second from left), executive director of the Corry Higher Education Council, met with representatives of the Erle
County Gaming Revenue Authority (ECGRA) to receive a check for $59,500 for the Corry Higher Education Council. Platz said the funds were
used to cover the cost of a new rubber roof that was installed In September 2023, The YMCA of Corry also received an ECGRA grant. Lisa Cox
associate executive director of the Y, sald the $97,331 grant will be utilized to assist the aging building with infrastructure needs. Of ECGRA's 19

grants, totaling $1,649,905, $1,324,374 was granted to entitles within the city of Erle, $156,831 to Corry, $150,000 to Edinboro and $18,500 to
Alblon.
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| Union City moves forward with

Devereaux Park Project

BY MARYANN MOOK
anesppndant

Union City Borough Coun-
cil approved several agenda
items during its meeting
on Monday, including an
engineering agreement for
development at Devereaux
Park and advertising a pro-
posed animal ordinance.

Council approved sign-
ing an agreement with the
EADS Group for engineer-
ing services for the Dever-
eaux Park Project, after the
borough’s solicitor reviews
the agreement.

The Devereaux Park Proj-
ect includes an observation
deck on French Creek, plac-
ing benches in the park and
making part of a sidewalk
that is ADA accessible.

The project is part of the
borough’s French Creek
Trail Plan and its Compre-
hensive Plan. The borough
wants to develop a nature
trail to enhance the natural
resource and maintain the
green and sustainable char-
acteristic of French Creek as
a community asset.

“It's a project we’'ve been
working on for two years,

Project

so we're looking forward to
getting it done this year”
Borough Manager Cindy
Wells said.

Funding for the project
comes from the Department
of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) and the
Erie County Gaming Reve-
nue Authority (ECGRA).

In other business, after
discussing fines for viola-
tions, Council approved ad-
vertising a proposed animal
ordinance.

The proposed ordinance
sets regulations on animal
leash laws, refuse and noise.
It also includes a section on
fees and penalties and will
be known as the Borough of
Union City Animal Safety
and Sanitation Ordinance.
Council is expected to vote
on the ordinance during its
March 4 meeting.

Council also approved
scheduling a public hearing
and advertising a proposed
amendment td the Zoning
Ordinance regarding solar
energy panels. The hearing
will be held on March 18.
Wells said the Union Area
Planning Commission and
the Erie County Depart-

{Conttinued from front page)

The resignation of Lind-
sey Troyer from the Parks
and Recreation Commis-
sion was accepted, effective
immediately, and Saman-
tha Day was appointed to
fill the remainder of the
term that expires Dec. 31.

Council tabled a motion
to accept or reject bids for
the Willow Street At-Risk
Bridge Project because the
bids were too high. Bids

came in at about $130,000
higher than the amount
vriginally planned.

Council also approved
applying for a grant with
the DCNR Rivers Conser-
vation and Development if
all property and grant re-
quirements are met.

In another matter, Coun-
cil asked Streets Super-
visor Bob Phillips to get
prices for various streets
for seal coating and pav-
ing. The list of streets will
be presented at Council’s
March 4 meeting.

ment of Planning have giv-
en Council their approval
for the amendments.

A retroactive motion to
change the amount of the
Department of Communi-
ty and Economic Develop-
ment (DCED) Strategic Plan
match was approved. The
motion changes the previ-
ously approved amount of
the match from $5,500 to
$6,195. The strategic plan
focuses on improvements to
the city building and plans
for the future of borough
employees.

A retroactive motion to
proceed with engineering
for the 2022 and 2023 Com-
munity Development Block
Grants was approved. The
borough is required to pay
for engineering for an ADA
ramp grant and would be
reimbursed for the engi-
neering on the Miles Street
sidewalk grant. Council
previously agreed to move
forward with the engineer-
ing even though the project
would not start until 2025.

The sidewalk grant would
be for the sidewalk on the
east side of Miles Street.

< See Project, P.2
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